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Lotte Reiniger, whose full name was Charlotte Reiniger, was born on June 2, 1899, in Berlin, Germany, and died 

on June 19, 1981, in Dettenhausen, Germany. She is recognized as one of the pioneers of animation cinema, 

especially for her innovative work with silhouettes and shadows. 

From an early age, Lotte showed a great interest in theater and the arts. She studied at the Theater School of 

Berlin and joined Max Reinhardt's theater group, where she began experimenting with silhouette animation. 

Inspired by Chinese shadow theater traditions, she developed a unique technique involving the use of paper 

cutouts and articulated puppets. 

In 1926, Reiniger directed "The Adventures of Prince Achmed," the first known animated feature film, which 

was completed after three years of meticulous work. This masterpiece, based on stories from "One Thousand 

and One Nights," demonstrated her ability to create detailed and fluid characters and landscapes using 

animated silhouettes. 

Throughout her career, Lotte Reiniger created over 40 films, including short films and commercials. Her 

animation technique influenced many later filmmakers and remains a reference in the world of animation. 

Reiniger moved to Great Britain in 1936 due to the rise of Nazism in Germany, continuing her animation work 

there and later in other European countries. During World War II, she settled in Italy, where she also produced 

several animated films. 

Lotte Reiniger's legacy lives on through the beauty and originality of her works. Her innovation in the field of 

silhouette animation is still admired and studied by animators and film enthusiasts worldwide. Her life and 

work are a testament to her passion for art and her commitment to creativity and visual expression. 
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