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Ángeles Santos Torroella was a Spanish painter who was born in Portbou, Catalonia, in 1911. She is 

considered one of the most important Spanish surrealist painters of the 20th century. Her work is 

characterized by its dreamlike imagery and its use of bold colors and shapes. 

Santos Torroella began painting at an early age. She was influenced by the work of the Spanish painter 

Salvador Dalí, and she soon developed her own unique style. Her early paintings are often surreal and 

dreamlike, and they often feature strange and fantastical creatures. 

In the 1930s, Santos Torroella moved to Paris, where she became involved with the Surrealist movement. 

She exhibited her work in several Surrealist exhibitions, and she gained a reputation as one of the most 

promising young artists of her generation. 

However, Santos Torroella's career was interrupted by the Spanish Civil War. She returned to Spain in 

1936 and lived in hiding for the rest of the war. After the war, she continued to paint, but her work 

became more abstract and less overtly surreal. 

Santos Torroella died in Madrid in 2013, at the age of 101. She is considered one of the most important 

Spanish painters of the 20th century, and her work is now held in collections around the world. 

Here are some of her most famous works: 

• Un Mundo (A World) (1929) 



• Tertulia (Conversation) (1929) 

• Composición (Composition) (1930) 

• Autorretrato (Self-Portrait) (1931) 

• Paisaje (Landscape) (1940s) 

• Bodegón (Still Life) (1950s) 

• Abstracción (Abstraction) (1960s) 

Santos Torroella's work is characterized by: 

• Its dreamlike imagery 

• Its use of bold colors and shapes 

• Its exploration of the subconscious mind 

• Its use of symbolism 

• Its technical virtuosity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Image that captures the pictorial properties described: dreamlike images, use of bold colors and shapes, exploration of 

                             the subconscious mind, use of symbolism and technical virtuosity. 

If you are interested in learning more about Ángeles Santos Torroella, you can: 

• Visit her website: https://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/mundo-world 

• Read her biography: https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%81ngeles_Santos_Torroella 

 

https://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/mundo-world
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%81ngeles_Santos_Torroella


 

 

Santos Torroella is an important figure in the history of Spanish art because: 

• She was one of the first Spanish artists to embrace Surrealism. 

• She helped to develop the Surrealist movement in Spain. 

• Her work is highly original and innovative. 

• She is a role model for women artists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The image that reflects Santos Torroella as an important figure in the history of Spanish art, highlighting 

her contribution to Surrealism, her originality and innovation, and her role as a role model for women 

artists 


