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Johannes Vermeer was a famous Dutch painter born in 1632 in Delft, Netherlands. He is 

known for his beautiful and detailed paintings of everyday life. Vermeer’s paintings often 

show people doing simple things like reading a letter, playing music, or pouring milk. 

Vermeer lived during a time called the Dutch Golden Age, when art, science, and trade were 

flourishing in the Netherlands. Even though Vermeer became very famous later, he was not 

very well-known during his lifetime. He lived a quiet life with his wife and many children. 

One of Vermeer’s most famous paintings is "Girl with a Pearl Earring." This painting shows a 

young girl wearing a blue and yellow turban and a big pearl earring. The girl’s expression is 

very calm and mysterious, and people often wonder what she is thinking about. 

Vermeer’s paintings are special because of his amazing use of light and color. He had a 

unique ability to make light look real and natural in his paintings. He also used a technique 

called “camera obscura,” which helped him capture the details and perspective very 

accurately. 

Sadly, Vermeer did not make many paintings, only about 34 are known today. He died in 

1675, when he was just 43 years old. At that time, he left his family in debt because he did 

not sell many paintings during his life. Today, Johannes Vermeer is considered one of the 

greatest painters of all time. His artworks are displayed in museums all over the world, and 

people continue to admire the beauty and mystery of his paintings. 
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